
Stratfield Volunteer Fire Department 
Monthly Meeting Minutes 

May 4, 2010 
 

Bring the Meeting to Order/Opening Notes 
 
President Joseph Olzacki called the meeting to order at 20:08 with the following 17 members in attendance: 
Michael Zaleta 
Christopher Burlant 
Jason Prevelige 
Joseph Olzacki 
Donald Scarpetti 
Elaine Riebling 
Gary Feathler 
John Harness 
Kevin Callahan 

Frank Zwierlein 
Jonathan Walsh 
Jeffrey DeSiero 
Michael Mucherino 
Vincent Odice 
Brian Germain 
Michael Farkas 
Angus Maciver 

beginning with a salute to the American flag.  Michael Zaleta then requested a moment of silence for an unnamed 
fallen Stamford firefighter. 
 
Previous Month’s Meeting Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Michael Farkas to waive the reading of last month’s minutes.  The motion was seconded by 
Jeffrey DeSiero and passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Treasurer Donald Scarpetti read the treasurer’s report: 
 Beginning Balance: $18,664.87 
 Income Received: $656.39 
 Bills Paid: $830.31 
 Net Balance: $18,490.88 
A motion was made by Jeffrey DeSiero, to waive the Treasurer’s report as read.  The motion was seconded by 
Michael Farkas and passed unanimously. 
 
Bills Payable 
 
The Bills Payable were read by Treasurer Donald Scarpetti: 
 Engine 3 House Fund $100 
 Jason Prevelige $225 for EMT Refresher 
 Jason Howard $225 for EMT Refresher 
 Jeffrey DeSiero $200 for EMT Refresher 
A motion was made by Michael Mucherino to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded by Michael Farkas and 
passed unanimously with 1 abstention by Jason Prevelige. 
 
New Members: None Present 
 
Correspondence: None this month 
 
 
 
 
 



Committee Reports 
 

Plan & Scope Committee: Nothing to report 
 
Refreshment  Committee:  
 
The annual dinner will be held this Saturday, May 8, 2010 at Vazzy’s at Fairchild Wheeler Golf Course.  Parade 
uniform will be the dress for the evening. 
 
Hospitality Committee: Nothing to report 
 
Membership Committee: Nothing to report 
 
Fundraising Committee:  
 
Fundraising Chair Donald Scarpetti reports that the car wash last weekend at Splash went well with approximately 
$285 donated in the boot and approximately 175 cars passing through.  Splash reports that they will be in touch 
soon with the final amount donated to the Department. 
 
The can & bottle drive will be this Saturday, May 8, 2010 at Station #3.  The Wednesday night crew is in charge of 
the drive.  Donald Scarpetti will handle the arrangements for a rental truck for transporting the recyclables to 
Stratford.  There are approximately 18 bags of recyclables at John Uhrynowski’s house. 
 
Chairman Scarpetti reports that he would like to push fundraising this summer.  He would appreciate any and all 
ideas.  Michael Farkas suggested kicking off Fire Prevention week with a pancake breakfast, possibly at 
Assumption. 
 
Recognition Committee: 
 
Chairman Jeffrey DeSiero reports that there will be formal recognition of a number of members at the annual 
dinner this week. 
 
Equipment Committee: 
 
Chairman Vincent Odice reports that the light tower was removed from the Rescue by Shipmans and has been sent 
back to Command Light for an evaluation and price quote for repair.  The Holmatro hoses have now been mounted 
within the truck. 
 
Picnic Committee: 
 
Chairman Joseph Olzacki reports that the picnic is still scheduled as planned for Memorial Day, however at this 
point Joe has only received 2 ads for the program.  Please submit all ads to Joe or Elaine Riebling as soon as 
possible.  There is not yet an assigned task for repayment to the Scandanavian Club. 
 
Recruitment & Retention Committee: Nothing to report 
 
Auditing Committee: Nothing to report 
 
Bylaw Committee: Nothing to report 
 
 
 
 



Scholarship Committee:  
 
Chairman Angus Maciver reports that there were 7 applicants for this year’s scholarship award and all were 
approved.  This year’s recipients, each awarded $714.30, are: 
Ariana DeSiero 
Samantha Zaleta 
Michael Zaleta 
Heather Burlant 

Brian Germain 
Elizabeth Risi 
Donald Scarpetti 

 
Unfinished Business 
 
Michael Farkas congratulates the new slate of officers and thanks all members for the last 5 years, as well as all for 
his other stints as president in the last 30+ years.  He wishes all the best of luck. 
 
Joseph Olzacki would like to thanks Michael Farkas for all that he does for the Company. 
 
Joseph Olzacki requests that all please sign up for a committee of choice.  Additionally there is a vacancy in the 
office of Secretary.  If anyone is interested please contact Joe by next month. 
 
Brian Germain would like to express his gratitude and appreciation for the Company’s donation to his efforts to 
build homes while biking across the country this summer.  Additionally he will be having a dinner and auction on 
May 22, 2010 if anyone is interested in attending. 
 
A Moment in History 
 
The Meeting Minutes from June 2, 1970 were read to the Company by Michael Farkas.  President Olzacki would 
like the Company to realize where the Company has been and to see that the more things change, the more they 
stay the same. 
 
New Business 
 
A motion was made by Vincent Odice to appropriate $550 for the purchase of stock uniform t-shirts.  The motion 
was seconded by Frank Zwierlein and passed unanimously. 
 
There is concern for transporting Jimmy Flannigan to the parade and throughout the route.  Joseph Olzacki reports 
that he is currently in the search for a convertible to be used that day and would appreciate any leads on the 
availability of one. 
 
Michael Farkas reports that there are a number of historical documents and artifacts in one of the closets dating 
back to the beginning of the last century.  He states that he is willing to assist in going through those documents if 
anyone else would be willing to assist.  Jason Prevelige and Brian Germain offered their assistance.  Michael Farkas 
reports that he spoke with the Fairfield Historical Society several years ago and they are willing to take and 
preserve the documents on our behalf.  He also reported that no documents pertaining to the department will be 
handed over without company approval first, only documents regarding Stratfield/Fairfield will be turned over. 
 
President Olzacki requested that the website’s calendar be updated and will speak to the webmaster about such 
updates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Training 
 
Monthly training will occur next Tuesday, May 11, 2010 at the training grounds.  Topic of the month is TBA but will 
likely involve hose work and master streams.  Additionally the hazardous materials refresher will be held on 
5/18/10 and 5/20/10 at the training grounds at 7pm.  This refresher is mandatory to remain active. 
 
Jason Prevelige reports that mask fitting, spirometry testing and PPD placement will be occurring in the next 
several weeks. 
 
Fire Report 
 
For the month of April 2010 there were: 
 3 system malfunctions 
 1 unintentional alarm 
 1 spill or leak with no ignition 
For a total of 5 calls, 0 road runs.  Rescue 15 moved 5 times. 
 
Chief’s Report 
 
There is a standby this Saturday, May 8, 2010 at Warde High School for Earth Day.  A crew is needed. 
 
The radios are not being put back in place in the mornings. 
 
There have been several calls paged out with little response from members; it tends to continue to be the same 
members responding. 
 
The road race is on June 27, 2010 at Jenning’s Beach.  All members are needed.  Jason Prevelige will be in touch 
with all members regarding the details. 
 
A reminder that parade uniforms is the dress for the dinner, please have them clean and neat.  See Vincent Odice 
for any uniform needs. 
 
Chief Burlant will not be at the parade for the 1st time in 26 years.  Angus Maciver will take over the duties of 
leading the Department through the route. 
 
Closing 
 
A motion was made to adjourn by Michael Farkas and was seconded by Jeffrey Desiero.  After thanking everyone 
for coming tonight and a reminder that this is “…your department, not the Chief’s or President’s…” and that it is 
“…only as good as you make it.,” the meeting was adjourned by President Joseph Olzacki at 21:05. 
 
Submitted By: 
Jason Prevelige 
Interim Secretary 


