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Objectives 

• Review the basics of a motor vehicle collision 

• Review necessary actions at an MVC 

• Review several scenarios and discuss 









What is a motor vehicle collision? 

• Occurs when a vehicle collides with another 
vehicle, animal, debris or stationary object 

– What is a vehicle? 

• Car 

• Truck 

• Construction vehicle 

• Motorcycle 

• Trailer 

• Etcetera 



What can result from an MVC? 

• Injury 

• Death 

• Property Damage 

– To the vehicle 

– To surrounding property 

• Environmental concerns 

– Fluid spills 

• Fire 









What factors can lead to an MVC? 

• Impairment 

– Drugs, alcohol 

• Distractions 

– Cell phones, eating, applying makeup, passengers 

• Road hazards 

– Construction, debris 

• Poor vehicle maintenance 

– Bald tires, low fluids, poor brake pads 



• 1985, K. Rumar, evaluation of American & 
British accidents 
– 57% solely driver factors 

– 27% combined roadway & driver factors 

– 6% combined vehicle & driver factors 

– 3% solely to roadway factors 

– 3% combined roadway, driver & vehicle factors 

– 2% solely to vehicle factors 

– 1% combined roadway & vehicle factors 





Arrival On Scene 





What do we do??? 

• Majority of the collisions we go to do not 
require extrication 

• So what are we doing? 

– Patient evaluation and packaging 

– Hazard mitigation 

• Addressing fluid spills 

• Stabilizing the vehicle 

• Eliminating power to the vehicle 

– Gathering information 







Gathering Information 

• What info do we need to gather (for all parties 
involved-drivers, passengers, etc.)? 

– Name 

– Address 

– Phone number(s) 

– Date of birth 

– Car insurance info (issuer and policy number) for 
involved vehicles 



And Sometimes We Get To Cut!!! 



Scenarios 
How would you approach these? 

• Engine 3, Rescue 15, Ladder 2, motor vehicle 
accident with injuries, 5151 Park Avenue for a 
car into a tree. 

– Arrival on scene finds the occupant in the back of 
a Public Safety Vehicle and a car into the tree head 
on. 



• Engine 3, Rescue 15, Ladder 2, motor vehicle 
accident with injuries, intersection of Fairfield 
Woods and Stratfield Road, two car accident. 

– Arrival on scene shows two vehicles, 
approximately 20 feet away from one another, 
with one care empty of occupants and the other 
with driver and passenger.  Passenger side has 
impingement of the door into the passenger 
cabin. 







• Engine 5, Rescue 15, Rescue 1, Ladder 2, motor 
vehicle accident with injuries, Merritt Parkway 
Southbound from 44 to 42, tree on a vehicle. 

– Arrival finds a very large tree across the roadway.  
Upon closer exam out of the truck, it is determined 
that the tree is across the top of a vehicle which is 
hidden under the top of the tree.  Initially it is 
unknown if there are occupants, but they then come 
up to you and say they are all out and ok.  





• Driving to Station 2 in Rescue 15 you come 
across a motor vehicle accident… 

– On Knapps Highway by McKinley school you come 
across a car facing you with moderate front end 
damage,  airbag deployment and a driver 
appearing slumped over the wheel.  A 2nd vehicle 
is not initially visible. 



Spleen laceration after a 
motor vehicle accident 

Piece of omentum is used to patch 
over the laceration 

Spleen lacerations are often a complication of blunt abdominal 
trauma and can result in a quick bleed out if  severe enough and 
not handled appropriately 


